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In 2005 local county fair boards were asked to do 

something special in observance of 125th 

anniversary of 4-H.  The 

Coffey County Fair Board and 

the Coffey County Extension 

Council studied the issue and 

looked at alternatives.  Barbeque contests were 

becoming more and more popular.  Dennis Polson, 

then Secretary of the Coffey County Fair Board had 

become interested in these barbeque contests and 

recommended that the fair board sponsor a 

barbeque contest.  Board members and extension 

members agreed and thus was born the Coffey 

County Cook-off . 

 

The Coffey County Cook-off had 15 teams and was 

an unsanctioned event.  Don and Sharon Will of 

Smokers Wild won the competition.  The teams that 

came to Burlington that year liked beautiful Kelly 

Park and what they saw and 

encouraged Dennis to look 

into continuing the contest 

and getting the contest 

sanctioned.  But like many fair boards, there were 

simply too few people to run a great fair and the 

barbeque contest as well.  In the winter of 2006 

Dennis began looking for a local sponsor.   

 

 

When no local sponsor came forward Dennis was 

approached by a local Rotary member who had 

been a member of Burlington Rotary team in the 

Coffey County Cook-off.  Dennis was asked if the 

fair board would consider a local business to take 

the lead and be the “point person” of the contest.  

After consulting with the fair board Dennis met with 

Scott Whittington and Ardie Lauxman who were 

representing the Lyon-Coffey Rural Electric 

Cooperative. 

 
Together the three men established a plan to turn 

the contest over to the Cooperative staff, who 

intended on partnering with all the business and 

industries in Coffey County to financially support the 

contest. The only stipulation was that Lyon-Coffey 

and the Coffey County Fair Board be in agreement 

on what the funds that were raised from the contest 

were to be used for.  Both parties agreed that 

educational scholarships for Coffey county youth be 

that purpose.  And from this 

meeting was born the 

WildBlue Barbeque .   

 

The 2nd annual WildBlue 

Barbeque was held in July 

of 2006.  It was a sanctioned event and in June, just 

weeks before the contest, Dennis Polson applied for 

and the contest received State 

Championship  designation.   

 

Twenty-one teams competed in 

the 2006 contest, which saw a 

small craft exhibitor’s gallery, 

The Expo , added to the event.  

Don and Sharon Will repeated as 

champions in 2006. 



From this contest Lyon-Coffey General Manager 

Scott Whittington put together a vision that would 

make the Coffey County contest a fun event for the 

teams and a showcase for Coffey county residents 

to come to Burlington and enjoy as the kickoff to the 

annual Coffey County Fair.  Two lucky graduates 

each received a $250 scholarship from the contest.  

It was a start. 

 

The 3rd annual WildBlue Barbeque was held in July 

of 2007.  The event included music and karaoke on 

the grounds, a kids pedal tractor pull, and a 

community barbeque.  The contest had grown to 30 

teams.   Teams competing volunteered their talents 

and smoked 15 briskets and 15 butts for the 

community barbeque that saw nearly 500 people 

attend Saturday over lunch.   

 

A great team of excited 

men who called 

themselves Pork Me 

Purple unseated 

Smokers Wild for the 

2007 Championship.  Jerrod Caton and the team will 

be back to defend this year for over $4,000 in prize 

monies.   

 

But most important was Scott Whittington’s 

announcement of scholarship awards of more than 

$4,000 from the contest—thanks to the many 

business and industries that have rallied behind 

Whittington and Lyon-Coffey Electric to support the 

event.   

 

Each year staff and community volunteers invest 

many hours to make the event continue to grow and 

establish what it is today and what it means to the 

Coffey County youth. 

 

The 4th annual WildBlue Barbeque is scheduled for 

July 18th and 19th in Burlington.  Lyon-Coffey staff 

and volunteers are already hard at work on this 

year’s event.  Whether 

you are a team entering 

our competition, a 

member of the KCBS certified judges’ roster or an 

interested individual who loves the barbeque “sport” 

and being a part of a great event, we welcome you 

to this year’s event.    We’ll keep you updated here 

on the website of what we’re planning!   We look 

forward to seeing you in Burlington on this cool July 

weekend this summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

     


